Latex allergy: implementation of an agency program.
Allergy to latex has been increasing in both the healthcare consumer and healthcare provider populations over the past decade. Realizing that sensitivity/allergy to latex is an issue for both patients and staff, the authors created an interdisciplinary task force to address latex safety in a healthcare agency that provides care within inpatient, public health, and outpatient settings. In this article, the authors discuss allergic response to latex and testing for latex sensitivity as well as latex allergy in the general population, among patient populations, and among healthcare providers. The authors outline the development of a latex-free product cart, an agency policy and procedure, and staff and patient education strategies.